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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to the Appeal Brief of 2/27/04 . 
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Paper NoVMail Date . 
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An Examiner's Amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to Applicant, an amendment 
may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of 
such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of 
the issue fee. 
IN THE SPECIFICATION : 

On Page 2 of the Specification, line 15, change " Figure 2 is" to 
-- Figures 2A and 2B are --. 
IN THE CLAIMS : 

Claim 1, line 8, after "inputs" insert -- to be used for 
overcurrent protection --. 

Claim 11, line 2, change "exceeding said" to -- exceeding --. 

Authorization for this Examiner's Amendment was given in a 
telephone interview with W. Daniel Swayze, Jr. on 3/15/04. 

The Prior Art made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to Applicant's Disclosure. Mizuno et al . (6,011,416) ; Ueda 
et al. (5,977,651) ; Fujihira (5,159,516) ; Wrathall (4,553,084). 

The following is an Examiner's Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance: Applicant's arguments found within the Appeal Brief of 
2/27/04 have been convincing. The Prior Art of Record, including the 
newly cited References do not disclose nor suggest the claimed 
combination found within Independent Claim 1. Mizuno et al . teach an 
overcurrent protection circuit in Figure 11 for a lamp (L) . An 
argument can be made that a particular load in unimportant to the 
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teachings of offering the protection, therefore the load could be a 
motor. However, the drains of the FETs (17,12) are not "directly 
coupled" across the comparator as required by the language of instant 
Claim 1. In fact, the Reference teaches that the sources are 
"directly coupled" across the comparator. Ueda et al . (5,977,651) 
teach, in Figure 5, that the "drains" for the FETS are directly 
coupled across the comparator. However, Figure 5 of Ueda et al . is 
utilized for providing a constant current to a squib (11) within a 
vehicle occupant safety circuit; overcurrent protection is not the 
concern with this portion of the circuit. The position of the 
Examiner is that there does not appear to be motivation for one to 
look to a constant current circuit for providing current to a squib 
and apply the teachings to offer overcurrent protection for a motor 
being driven. There also does not appear to be strong motivation to 
apply the teachings of the drains of the FETs being directly coupled 
across the comparator to the circuit found within Mizuno et al . and 
then apply the new circuit to a FET conducting a motor current so as 
to provide overcurrent protection to the motor drive circuit. The 
only motivation appears to be hind-sight in nature, and thus, Claims 
1-13 are considered to be novel and unobvious in view of the Prior Art 
of Record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted 
no later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing 
delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions 
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should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance ." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Ronald W Leja 
whose telephone number is (571)272-2053. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday thru Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Brian Sircus can be reached on (571)272- 
2800. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http: //pair- 
direct .uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 


9197 (toll-free) . 
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